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PEARLS for Teen Girls is committed to being the
community’s signature program for maximizing
girls’ self-development. True girl/adult partnerships
result in building and living PEARLS attributes:
Personal Responsibility, Empathy, Awareness,
Respect, Leadership, Support.

PEARLS for Teen Girls, Inc., is a dynamic leadership
development organization serving at-risk, primarily
African American and Latina girls, ages 10 to 19
in Milwaukee. PEARLS helps girls achieve in
school, avoid teen pregnancy, and use their personal
power to achieve their goals and dreams.

PEARLS recognizes that the two greatest barriers
to self-sufficiency for Milwaukee’s at-risk girls

WHERE AND HOW PROGRAMS ARE OFFERED

PEARLS programs are girls-only, safe-space
gatherings that meet once weekly after school,
during school or on Saturdays at local schools
and youth serving organizations. A typical PEARLS
group serves 20 to 25 girls and PEARLS expects
to serve at least 850 girls in 2011. A typical
PEARLS session features a guided conversation

led by a highly trained Adult Program Coordinator

and an assisting Teen Facilitator. PEARLS
reaches into the community and has a
strong presence throughout  ggies
Milwaukee. Currently, PEARLS
runs its 24 groups and
programs in partnership
with 19 various Milwaukee
schools and
neighborhood
community sites.

are lack of education and teen pregnancy. Thus,
in order to address systemic poverty among
at-risk girls, one must concentrate on raising
academic performance and lowering teen
pregnancy rates. For these reasons, PEARLS
remains unequivocally committed to two overarching
long-term goals:

1. To increase high school graduation and
college acceptance rates among Milwaukee’s
girls of color.

2. To work toward the goal set by the United
Way of Greater Milwaukee to decrease teen
pregnancy rates by 46 percent by 2015.

Banner School

Business & Economics Academy of Milwaukee
(BEAM)

CEO Leadership Academy
Hamilton High School
Keefe Avenue School

Milwaukee Christian Center

Milwaukee College Prep - Lindsay Heights
Milwaukee College Prep - Metcalfe Park
Milwaukee Community Cyber School
Milwaukee Health Services
Neu Life Community Center
South Milwaukee Middle School
St. Joan Antida High School
Tenor High School
Thurston CLC
Urban Roots / All People’s Church
Westside Academy
YMCA and YWCA
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PEARLS Leadership Compass: Guiding Girls to
Reach Their Goals

PEARLS created and uses a national model for youth-
driven goal setting. The PEARLS Leadership Compass
incorporates five points within which goals are set:
Loving Myself, Striving to Achieve, Building Relation-
ships with Others, Believing the Sky is the Limit, and
Helping Hands in the Community. These points
represent areas for personal development that result
in a whole, balanced person who believes in her
ability to meet life’s challenges.

Loving Myself

Helping

Hands in the
Community ‘

Building
Relationships
with Others

PEARLS
za Promise

PEARLS for Teen Girls, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Believing the
Sky is the Limit

Striving to
Achieve

PEARLS Girls Are Shining

The past year has proved to be an exciting one for
PEARLS for Teen Girls. In 2010, PEARLS educational
support programs opened the pathway to success
for 791 Milwaukee girls! Plus, PEARLS girls achieved
these outstanding outcomes:

® 97% of PEARLS 2010 high school seniors
graduated.

¢ 97% of 2010 graduates were accepted to at
least one college in the fall of 2010.

¢ 100% of all 791 PEARLS girls avoided teen
pregnancy in 2010.

¢ 150 girls participated in College Readiness and
Access services, with 34 having their own
volunteer Higher Education Coach.

* 88% of PEARLS girls set a goal, with 69%
achieving that goal.

Vision for Expansion

The need for PEARLS programming in Milwaukee far
exceeds PEARLS’ current capacity. In 2010, PEARLS
for Teen Girls, Inc. embarked on a year-long planning
process to determine whether, under what
circumstances, and in what timeframe PEARLS
program could authentically be expanded to serve a
significantly larger number of Milwaukee at-risk girls
who face daunting barriers to success.

Led by Co-Chairs Michelle Nettles (Senior Director of
Diversity at Miller Coors) and Don Layden, Jr. (Partner
at Quarles and Brady) the 14-member community
planning committee studied the need and potential
models for program expansion. At the May 3, 2011
PEARLS Board of Directors meeting, the planning
committee recommended the 70,000 Girls Initiative
as a multi-phase process of growth. The Board of
Directors unanimously endorsed the 70,000 Girls
Initiative recommendations and is implementing the
project in five distinct phases of development.
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College Tour 2011

The 2011 College Tour ran from June 26 to July
2. Fifteen girls, accompanied by three PEARLS
Adult Program Coordinators, visited seven schools
in Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina. In
order to attend the tour, girls must be completing
7th through 11th grades. Below are the PEARLS
Girls who attended, their grade in spring 2011,
and the location of their PEARLS group site.

Aciana - 11th - St. Joan Antida High School
Akilah - 8th - Urban Roots/All People’s Church
Alexis - 9th - Tenor High School

Ashantia - 7th - Neu Life Community Center
Cathy - 8th - Milwaukee Christian Center
Emily - 7th - South Milwaukee Middle School
Jamea - 8th - Milwaukee Health Services
Julissa - 8th - South Milwaukee Middle School
Kaylah - 9th - Hamilton High School

Ke’Adre - 8th - BEAM

Kourtlyn - 9th - Milwaukee Health Services
Marshanette - 9th - YWCA

Niesh - 8th - Milwaukee Health Services
Shantee - 9th - Milwaukee Health Services
Tamyra - 8th - Neu Life Community Center

Colleges Visited on Tour

The tour included stops at seven schools to give
girls a wide range of campus experiences. The
schools offered fully-guided campus tours as well
as information on tuition, entrance requirements,
majors, degrees and financial aid, and opportunities
to talk with staff and students. Schools toured
included: Hampton University, Norfolk State
University, North Carolina State University, North
Carolina A&T State University, Claflin University,
South Carolina State University, and Benedict
College.

Tour participants also engaged in cultural field
trips including experiencing the Virginia Beach
Boardwalk, Colonial Williamsburg as well as
taking a tour of the Historical Columbia
Foundation.
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College Access and Readiness

PEARLS’ overall program consists of a

dedicated focus on girls’ self-development through
authentic girl/adult partnerships. Recognizing that
education is the foundation for a self-sufficient life,
PEARLS helps girls develop the underlying skills
critical to long term success in middle and high
school and to set goals and work toward college
admission and graduation. Some of PEARLS specific
education-focused program components include:

¢ Goal Setting: PEARLS’ nationally-recognized
Goal Setting Initiative is a cornerstone of our
curriculum and a key strategy for helping girls
achieve academic success. Girls learn that
success is built progressively — one test, one
grade and one class at a time — and is rooted in
their own habits, skills, and daily commitments.

¢ Higher Education Coach (HEC) Program:
HECs are adult volunteers who are paired with
high school girls who want to plan for college.
HECs assist girls with evaluating college choices
and completing admissions, financial aid and
scholarship applications. This kind of focused
support from an adult mentor can be critical,
especially for “first generation” students as they
navigate through the increasingly complex
college application and acceptance process.

e National College Tour: PEARLS annual National
College Tour is designed to give girls the vision,
inspiration and confidence needed to vigorously
pursue post-secondary education. The tour
includes a special focus on historically black
colleges and universities (HBCU). Research
reveals that HBCUs have the highest graduation
rate for African American university students in
the nation.

¢ Wisconsin College Tours: PEARLS offers
Wisconsin College Tours for girls in grades 7-11.
Annually, girls tour up to seven college
campuses that are in geographic reach from
home.

¢ Alumnae Association: This program supports
PEARLS graduates who have moved on to
college or careers and also connects PEARLS
grads who are in college with younger PEARLS

girls.

Off to College

Congratulations to the 2011 PEARLS high school
graduates who have been accepted to the following
schools for the fall 2011 semester:

Akarah Fortson
Alizabeth Grant
Beanca Buie
Breona Love
Charmaine Clark
Cynthia Tyler
Dennayia Brown
Daria Gainey
Ebony McGhee
Jade Casey-Reed

Kash Graham
LeSarah Fortson

Lilibeth Gonzalez
Mercedes Kelly
Nafeesa Nash
Shanera Hopkins
Sydney Petty
Tacharra Edwards
Tericka Thorn
Tristiana Walls

Fort Valley State University
Chicago State University
Kalamazoo College

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Alverno College

MATC or Alverno College

Mount Mary College

York University

Howard University*

University of Wisconsin
Whitewater

Grambling State University
University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee

Mount Mary College

University of Wisconsin Richland
Ashford University

University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
Marshall Town Community College
Carroll University

University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
MATC

*Learned about this college while on the college tour
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Self Reflection

In order to fully process the events of the tour, Program Coordinators lead girls in various reflection
activities, including daily writing in a journal. The journal highlighted girls’ personal experiences and
impressions about the tour. Following are some powerful excerpts shared from the girls’ journals that

illustrate the power of the College Tour.

Something that inspired me while on tour was our
visit to Colonial Williamsburg. | was inspired to
become more familiar with my country’s history.
—Akilah, 8th Grade

| learned that | want a college with small class
sizes so the teacher will know me, making it
easier to ask for help.

—Niesha, 8th Grade

The trip made me realize that whatever | believe
in | can achieve.
—Cathy, 8th Grade

One thing | plan to change is my attitude. . .because
| know attitude is everything. A bad attitude will
get me nowhere.

—Marshanette, 9th Grade

Being in PEARLS and on this tour has made me
notice who | want to become. It has made me
believe that | can do anything I put my mind to.
It has also made me gain more confidence in
myself, which | really do take pride in.
—Kourtlyn, 9th Grade

When | first started PEARLS | was shy and not
outgoing. PEARLS has taught me how to respect
myself and others.

—Ashantia, 7th Grade

The college tour changed my whole attitude. |
will go to school every day and do my best on my
work. | plan to focus on what really matters and
not just on friends.

—Kaylah, 9th Grade
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The result of this trip made me think about the future
more. It made me think about college. . .| never
thought about college before going on this trip.
—Julissa, 8th Grade

I've realized that | have to start focusing more on
myself. | will stop trying to let others bring me down,
and keep me down, when | know I can do better.
—Ke’Adre, 8th Grade

| CAN get into an excellent college if | work hard,
learn, and study. PEARLS allows me to step outside
my house and still have somebody care about me—
like a big sister.

—Tamyra, 8th Grade

This college tour has changed my life because |

usually don’t get as close with people in one week
like | did with the other girls on tour. I'm more open
now.
—Aciana, 11th Grade

| will work harder in school, help out in the
community more, and | will take every opportunity
there is to help me get into a good college.
—Emily, 7th Grade

College tour changed my perception of the world
because now | know | have a bright future and | can
make it to college and be successful if | just strive
for it. | won’t let anything stop me from achieving my
goal.

—Alexis, 9th Grade

PEARLS’ college tour helped me to realize the world
is not always filled with negativity. There are a lot
of places and people who are positive and helpful...
When | saw a PEARLS alum on campus, it made me
believe that anything is possible for me.

—Shantee, 9th Grade
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2011 Scholarship Awardees

To demonstrate its commitment to the girls’ ongoing success, PEARLS’ Board of Directors established
the PEARLS Colleen Fitzgerald Scholarship Fund in 2006. PEARLS seniors who are accepted to a
two or four year technical school or college are invited to apply. Criteria for scholarships include
commitment to PEARLS and its mission, community service, academic achievement and leadership. In
June 2011, PEARLS presented seven scholarships worth a total of $8,250 to these impressive young
women:

Ms. Charmaine Clark - $1,975 scholarship

Ms. Clark is a graduate of Believers in Christ High
School where she ranked number one in her class.
Charmaine will attend Alverno College in the fall and
will pursue Biology with hopes of someday becoming
an OB/GYN. Charmaine served as a PEARLS Teen
Facilitator and believes that, “Working for PEARLS has
allowed me to see and care for others more than | ever
thought I could.”

Ms. Lilibeth Gonzalez - $1,975 scholarship

Ms. Gonzalez is a graduate of CEO Leadership

Academy and is an active community volunteer. She
also spent many hours tutoring elementary and middle
school students. Lilibeth is anticipating majoring in
Psychology at Mount Mary College in the fall. When
reflecting on her time with PEARLS, Lilibeth says,
“PEARLS has not only helped me be a more
responsible person academically, but also personally.”

Ms. Breona Love - $1,000 scholarship

Ms. Love is a graduate of CEO Leadership Academy
and plans to attend Wisconsin Lutheran College in the
fall. Her focus, while in college, will be in Psychology
and Business Management. She plans to one day be a
therapist as well as own a Hair Salon. Breona believes
strongly in the PEARLS mission and says, “PEARLS for
Teen Girls has had a great impact on my life because
it has shown me the importance of sisterhood
relationships and how we can learn and grow
together.”
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Ms. Ebony McGhee - $1,000 scholarship

Ms. McGhee is a graduate of Rufus King International
High School. With plans of someday becoming a
Defense Attorney, Ebony plans to attend Howard
University while majoring in Criminal Justice in the fall.
Ebony plans to continue to be an inspiration because
of her PEARLS experience. “Before | committed myself
to be a PEARLS girl, | really didn’t have an identity. ..
throughout my four years as a PEARLS participant, |
have grown in a very beautiful, courageous, and
outgoing young woman.”

Ms. Tericka Thorn - $1,000 scholarship

Ms. Thorn is a graduate of CEO Leadership Academy.
She plans to study Psychology at the University of
Wisconsin Oshkosh in the fall. She wants to be active
on campus and in her community as a volunteer and
has a special interest in tutoring young children. “My
participation in PEARLS has helped me to express
my personal feelings on various topics and societal
issues.”

Ms. Daria Gainey - $800 scholarship

Ms. Gainey is a graduate of CEO Leadership

Academy. Daria intends to study nursing and radiology
while at York University. The reason she gives for her
field of study is the she “loves helping people.” Daria
says, “PEARLS helped me realize my self worth and
taught me that | am like a pearl because | am pure,

| have been spiritually transformed, and | am able to
accept myself for who | am. True beauty comes from
inside.”

Ms. Nafeesa Nash - $500 scholarship

Ms. Nash is a graduate of CEO Leadership Academy.
Her love of science and health leads her to major in
Biochemistry at Ashford University this fall. She has
great interest in the human body and how it works. As
she reflects on her time in PEARLS she says, “PEARLS
helped me become more open to social issues that are
in my community and around the world.”
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Thank You College Tour and Annual Campaign Donors!
The PEARLS College Tour is made possible through fundraising activities organized and operated by the
girls who attend the tour along with generous contributions from individuals and corporations who care
about supporting the next generation of great women leaders in Milwaukee. Each girl is responsible for
raising or contributing $450 toward the trip. In the spring of 2011 PEARLS girls participated in fundraising
activities to support the tour, including selling Boston Store coupons, pocket peelers, candy, and participating
in fundraisers at Culvers and Pick n Save. The girls also organized a bowl-a-thon and car wash to collect

donations.

We are EXTREMELY grateful to the following donors who made contributions to PEARLS from August
2010 through July 2011. Thank you for supporting the success of all PEARLS participants.

COLLEGE TOUR AND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

DONORS

Angela S. Adams

Catherine Aiello

Katrina Akers

Charles & Laura Albrecht

Kent & Nancy Anderson

Joy Appel

Therese Armbruster

Barbara T. Armstrong

Laura J. Arnow *

Sheila L. Ashley

Dalia Auffant-Warner

Darlene Austin

Kathryn Bach

Claudia Backus

Pamela Bell

Maureen Black

Joan Blanchfield

Melissa Bleidorn

Melissa Block

Anne Booth

David & Diane Borton

Jacqueline Boynton

Joan Brengel

Lynn Broaddus &
Marc Gorelick

Cathy Brock

Michelle R. Brock

Christy Brooks

Michael Brophy

Darice Brown

Kathy Brumder

Susan Brumm Frautschi

Meg Brzyski *

Joan Buccigrossi

Kathryn M. Buono

Kathleen Burchby

Mary Burgoon

Jennifer Burk

Don & La Keisha Butler

Tonit Calaway

Lee Calvey

Mary Jo Caminiti

Karen Campbell
Richard & Sharon * Canter
Kathleen Caragher
Deborah A. Carter
Susan Cerletty

Minnie Chambers
Jane Chernof

Christi Clancy

Danielle M. Clarke *
Maria Cobb

Ada Cole

Sharon Cook

James Cooper

Amy Croen

Harry L. & Mildred F. Cross
Patricia Curley
Candace Currie
Bethany Dabel
Gabrielle Davidson
Danae Davis

Sharon de Guzman
Anne DelLeo

Judith Deomampo
Sandra Dermond
Martha Derocher
Gretchen L. Doege
Andrew & Jean Dole
Sherrie Dorff

Yvette Dotson

Julie Dreyer

Julie Driscoll

Barbara Due

Robert E. Duncan
Tracy Eastburn
Julianna Ebert & Frank Daily
Stephen & Nancy Einhorn
Michelle M. Esser
Suzy B. Ettinger
Michael & Sheila Falbo
Barbara J. Faucett *
Donna Faw

Sara Feider

Theresa Felknor

Robert Ferriday

Suzan Fete

Raquel Filmanowicz *

Mark & Holly Filmanowicz

Barb Fischer

Joel Fishman

Colleen Fitzgerald &
Paul Matthews

Malaika Flenory

Patty Flowers

Susan Friebert *

Howard L. Fuller

Jerry J. Fulmer

Katherine Fults

Heidi Furlong

Karin Gale

Anne Geilfuss

Krystine Giesa

Cecilia Gilbert

Anne Gimbel

Elizabeth Gleason Johnston

Shanina Glenn

Rebecca Goldman

Terry L. Goodman

D. Betty Gore

Julie Gorens Winston

Carol Goss

Susan Gramling

Andrea Grant

Jan Graveline

William & Ruth Gregory

Sondra Grossman

Judy Guten

H. Thomas & Jean M. Hamill

Veta Marie Hamilton

Mary F. Hanin

Jeffrey & Joan Hansen

Jan Harland

Renee Harris

Cheryl Harvey

Judith Haven

Kristi Hayek

Jodie Heinrich

Doris Heiser

Kelly Hennessy
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David Herrewig

Peggy Hintz

Laura Holtz

Cynthia Hooker

Mary Alice Houghton
Gerry Howze

Michael F. Hupy

Adrenis Hurd

Kristine Iwinski

Ingrid Jagers

Ruth Joachim

Geneva Johnson

Carrie M. Jones

Stacey Jones

Elana Kahn-Oren

Carol Keintz

Ted & Mary Kellner

Joan Kelsey

Amy Kesler

Andrea Khan

Marie Kingsbury

Patricia Kline

Beth Knickerbocker
Senator Herb Kohl

Amy Kolb

Maureen Kolb *

Maureen Kondrick
Christie & William Krugler
John & Nancy Larson
Donald & Mary Jo Layden
S.B. & Shirley Lederer
Micaela H. Levine

Teri Li

George Lightbourn
Constance A. Lindholm
David & Madeleine Lubar
Sheldon & Marianne Lubar
Linda Lucas

Kristine Ludka

Bethany Lyles

Linda MacKay

Ann M. Maher

Patricia Marchant
Cynthia Marino

Diane Markovina
Annette S. Marra Living Trust



Christina Martin

Jan & Vince Martin
Rebecca Martin
Michelle Mason

Tina Mason

Edward & Beth Matkom
Mary McCann

Lauren McCoy Schultz
Luanne McCray

Sarah McEneany

John W. McGee

Katelyn McGill

Mary Lynn McKenney
Rita McKissic

Vivian L. McMillan
Mary Meehan

Rich Melcher

Linda Mellowes

Sally Merrell & Ely Leichtling
Linda Mesirow
Muhammad & Becky Mian
Christy & Kevin Miller
Jill Miller

Sue Miller

Lorraine & Jim Miller
Melissa Miller
Kimberly Montgomery
Megan L. Morrisey
Britney T. Morrow
Barbara E. Moser

H. Carl Mueller

Mary Murphy

Ann & Tom Murphy
Greg Myers

Alice Naggs

Donna Neal

Michelle & Cory Nettles
Ninveh * & Chris Neuman
Kayla Nichols
Christopher B. Noyes
Lekeish Nunnery

Karen Onan

Amy Panno

Patricia 0. Pattillo
Vinita K. Paul *

Melinda Pelisek

Diane Pellegrin

Paula Penebaker
Jeremy & Michelle Perri
Terry Perry

Nancy K. Peterson
Terry A. Peterson

Ann M. Petrie

Jim & Mary Phillips
Kathleen H. Phillips
Susan Pickering

Bruce & Candace Pindyck
Laura Piotrowski *
Sharon Pircon

Mary P. Polenz
Constance Poll

Mildred B. Pollard
Sandra Priebe

Katie Pritchard

Julie Prochnow
Jennifer E. Prosk
Roger Pulliam

Edie Brengel Radtke
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Jessica Roulette
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Laurie Segal

Mary Seidl
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Louise Stone

Brenda Storch
Michaela Stuermer
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Karin Tamblingson
Marci Taxman
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John Teevan

Paul J. Thomas

Lisa Todd

Julie Tolan

Barbara Toles

Karen Tredwell

Mary S. Trimmier

Enid Trotman-Anyanwu
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Sue Elllen Tweddell
Tana Tyler

Henry Tyson

Julie & David Uihlein
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Andrea Van Dyke Grant
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Aimee Vessell

Bridget Viohl
Mikelanne Volden
Kimberly R. Walker
Eileen Walter

Larry Waters

Karen Watson

Cindy Wavrunek
Gregory & Juliet Webb
Filippa C. Weber
Jennifer Weiss
Christel Wendelberger
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Leonard Wilk *

Yolanda Wilson

Beth Witte-Cleary
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Elizabeth Wyatt
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* PEARLS Board Member

THANK YOU CORPORATE,
FOUNDATION,
ORGANIZATION AND
PUBLIC DONORS

African American Women’s Fund

A.0. Smith Foundation

Associated Bank

Helen Bader Foundation

Bert L. & Patricia Steigleder Charitable Trust

Bon-Ton / Boston Store

Brady Corporation

Joan & Fred Brengel Family Foundation

BrewCity Bruisers, Inc.

Brewers Community Foundation, Inc.

Brico Fund LLC

Elizabeth A. Brinn Foundation

JP Morgan Chase Foundation

City of Milwaukee

Community Advocates, Inc. - Brighter Futures

Cream City Foundation

Crysdahl Foundation, Inc.

Donors Forum of Wisconsin

Elements East LLC

Elmbrook Rotary Foundation, Inc.

Enterforce, Inc.

Faye McBeath Foundation

Fighting Back, Inc.

Forest County Potawatomi Community
Foundation

Gardner Foundation
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Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Sara Hansen Memorial Fund

Harley-Davidson Foundation, Inc.

Heartland Advisors

Herzfeld Foundation

Holy Redeemer Institutional Church

Charles D. Jacobus Family Foundation

Johnson Controls Foundation

Krause Family Foundation

Ma&l Corporation

McKey Perforating Company, Inc.

Medical College of Wisconsin

Mercy High School 50th Class Reunion
Committee

MillerCoors Brewing Company

Milwaukee Community Journal, Inc.

Milwaukee Urban League

Noel Group

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Pauline Redmond Coggs Foundation, Inc.

Phillip and Fannie Morris Foundation

Pilot Club of Milwaukee

PNC Foundation

PPC Foundation

Quarles & Brady LLP

Ralph Evinrude Foundation, Inc.

Robert W. Baird & Co. Foundation

Rockwell Automation Charitable Corp.

Roots Restaurant and Cellar

Rotary Club of Mitchell Field Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

Schenck Business Solutions

Service Club of Milwaukee

Shorewood Woman'’s Club, Inc.

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity

Slack Incorporated

Trainer Family Foundation

Truist

United Way of Coastal Fairfield County, Inc.

United Way of Greater Milwaukee

US Bank Foundation

Vernal Management Consultants LLC

WaterStone Bank Fund

We Energies

Weiss Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank Foundation

Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek SC

Zeta Amicae Great Lakes Region -
Beta Alpha Boule
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