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Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation Makes Major Grant to 
PEARLS for Teen Girls:  Funds support College Readiness and Access activities for at-risk girls in Milwaukee.
MILWAUKEE – August 5, 2010 – Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation made a grant of $35,000 to PEARLS for Teen Girls to support PEARLS College Readiness and Access Initiatives throughout 2010.  It’s all part of a major push to increase high school graduation and college acceptance rates among the at-risk girls served by PEARLS in Milwaukee.   The program is proving to be a huge success as 30 PEARLS 2010 graduates are getting ready to head off to college this fall!
PEARLS serves primarily girls of color who are in middle and high school. Recognizing that Milwaukee has one of the lowest high school graduation rates in the country, and that education is key to breaking the cycle of poverty, PEARLS has designed a full set of College Readiness and Access services that includes weekly coaching, dedicated higher education coaching, connections to tutoring and other academic resources, college tours in Wisconsin and beyond, and much more. 

A key component in the program is the partnership with Great Lakes.  Great Lakes is not only providing major funding, but is also providing training and resources to the girls, their parents and PEARLS staff and volunteers.  Great Lakes is partnering with PEARLS, to offer targeted training on how to prepare for and apply to colleges, prepare for the ACT, and successfully obtain financial aid.  PEARLS is also working closely with Great Lakes to ensure that at least 150 high school girls and their parents, served throughout 2010, receive the Great Lakes College Step-by-Step Resources which help to guide students through the full process of identifying a college, successfully applying to colleges, and financing a college education. 
The program is yielding great success thus far.  As of the close of the 2010 spring semester, 135 high school girls received Great Lakes resources; 31 of 33 seniors graduated from high school; and 30 of 31 seniors were accepted to colleges including Howard University, Xavier University, UW-Milwaukee, Alverno, Mount Mary and many others. 
About PEARLS 

PEARLS for Teen Girls, Inc., is a dynamic and innovative non-profit leadership development organization serving at-risk, primarily African American and Latina girls ages 10-19 in Milwaukee.  PEARLS inspires girls in some of our city’s most socially and economically challenged neighborhoods to avoid teen pregnancy, succeed in school, aim for college and enter the workforce and our community as self-motivated leaders. In 2010 PEARLS is on track to serve at least 750 middle and high school girls.          For more information please visit www.pearlsforteengirls.com.

About Great Lakes
Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation and Affiliates works with schools, lenders, and community organizations to change lives for the better through higher education. Great Lakes supports these partners with financial, educational, and operational resources that help students and families pay for college and build bright futures. As a leading guarantor, originator, and servicer of student loans for over forty years, Great Lakes serves more than 2,700 schools and 1,400 lenders across the nation. One of the nation's largest integrated providers of student loan services, Great Lakes services student loans for more than two million borrowers, holds guarantees on more than $35 billion in FFELP loans. Great Lakes serves as the designated guarantor for Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands under the Higher Education Act. Great Lakes is headquartered in Madison, Wisconsin, with operating centers in Ohio, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. For additional information, visit mygreatlakes.org.
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For more information or to set up interviews contact:	


		�Kathy Landry


Office:  414-265-7555 Ext. 101


E-mail:  kathy@pearlsforteengirls.com
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